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The Honolulu City Council
RegularMeeting 2012April 25, Wednesday

Resolution 12-57 Urging the State of Hawaii and the United States Food and Drug
Administrationto RequireLabelingofGeneticallyEngineeredFood,

Position: Oppose

SubmittedBy: RobertPaull
5393PoolaStreet
Honolulu,HI 96821
‘~robert.paul1@hawaii.rr.com~’

Testimony:
I havebeena Professorat theUniversityofHawaii at Manoafor morethanthirty yearsin

theareaof cropproductionandplant sciences.Thistestimonyis submittedasaprivatecitizenand
voterin theCity andCountyofHonolulu,andnot asarepresentativeoftheUniversity.

Thejustificationin this resolutionaredisingenuous,for exampleofthepeopleinvolved in
the2007surveycitedin thefirst whereasonly 8%characterizedthemselvesasbeingwell informed
aboutgeneticallyengineeredfoodarid30%believedthatnon-GMfruit donotContaingenes.All life
irrespectiveof whetherit is GM or non-GMcontaingenes.

The resolutionalsofails to point out that consumersalreadyhavea choiceandcaneasily
avoidGM food, Consumerscanpurchaseorganicfoodthatis toutedasbeingOMO-freeandit can
be so labeled.

Labelsneedto betruthful andnotmisleading.Labelsshouldnotbebaseduponviewsand
beliefs.US labelinglaws areregulatedby theFoodandDrug Administrationandaim to provide
informationrelatedto health,safetyandnutrition. Thereis no scientificevidencethatGM-foodson
themarketareunsafe.Youarebeingaskedto endorseasociallabelingbasedonbeliefandfear.This
fear is generatedby selectiveuseof scientificdataandnotconsideringbenefitsandrisks.
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